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REPLY TO KRUCER
England Will Nt Recog-

nize Independence,
SMIAR ANSWER TO STEYR

Roberts May Not Reach
Bloemfontein Today.

FRENCH MEETS OPPOSITION

Reinforcements Sent to His Position

at the Front.

THE SlfUATION ELSEWHERE

LONDON, March 13, 4:47 p.m.-In the
house of lords today the premier, Lord
Salisbury. read the British government's
reply to Presidents Kruger and Steyn. The
concluding sentence is as follows:
"Her majesty's government can only an-

swer your honors' telegram by saying it is
not prepared to assent to the independence
of either the South African republic or the
Orange Free State."
ROBERTS MEETS OPPOSITION.

-May Not Be Able to Take Bloesnfon-
tein Today.

LONDON. March 13.-Lord Roberts tele-
graphs from Venters Vlei, at 5:21j o'cluck
this morning. as follows:

"I directed General French. if there were
time, to seize the railway station at Bloem-
fontein and thus secure the rolling steek.
At mi.night receivedi a report from him
that after considrable oppxisition he hail
been abl,:' 'ccupy two hills (lose t. the
railway statioin, which command Bloem-
fontsin.
"A brther of Pre-sid'-nt Steyn has been

mad prisoner.
"The tei'graph line leading northward

has been cut and the railway broken up.
"I am now starting with th'e .d Cavalry

Brigade, which I called up from the 7th
Division near Petrusberg. and the mounted
infantry, to reinforce the cavalry division.
The rest of the division will follow as
quickly as possible."
The war office has received the following

dispatch from LArd Roberts at Venters
Vlel. dated March 1:2, 9::i0 p.m.:

'Our march was again unopposed. We
are now about eighteen miles from Bloem-
funtein. The cavalry division Is astride the
railway six miles south of Bloemfontein.
There were t21 men wounded and about
sixty or seventy were killed or are missing.

"Co! Umpholy has died of his wounds.
Lieut. Pratt ,f the Esex regiment was
wounded severfly. The wound-s are as a
rule more serious than usual, owing to the
expanding bullets which are freely used by
the Boers."

DISTRESS AT 'lAFEKING.
Garrison Redneed to Horse Fleah-

Natives Are Starving.
LONDON. March 1.-A dispatch to the

Times from Mafeking, dated Monday.
March -, says:
The garrison at that place were then feel-

ing acutely the stress of the rige. They
were reduced to the use of horsett"sh and
bread made from horse forage, while the
water was parasitically contaminated. Ty-
phold, dysentery and diphtheria were epi-demie, but it was impossible to isolate the
victims. The sufferings of the women andchildren were terrible, and there weredeaths in the women's laager daily. Thenative population was starving.
The m iitary operations were progressingfavorably. They had been extended to thebrickfields. whence the enemy had beencompletely expelled.

HAD A HARD FIGHT.

Boer* Made Sharp Opposition to Rob-
erts Last Sunday.

DRIEFONTEIN, Orange Free State, Sun-
day, March 11.--Gen. Roberts' advance yes-
terday across the scorching plains from
Poplar Grove to this place was marked by
the most severe engagement since crossing
the Modder river. The Boers stubbornly
zontested every foot of ground, only fleeing
at dusk, when Lord Roberts threw most of
his troops against the center of their weak-
ened line.
At the point where Col. Broadwood turned

the Boer left he found himself under thelire of their nine-pounder. The Boers, how-
ever, ultimately hoisted the white flag,When Col, Broadiwood advanced he wassurprised to find the Boers had taken ad-vantage of the cessation of fire to escape Inthe darkness. The Transvaal prisonersshowed they were entirely surprised byLord Roberts' tactics.
A Free Staler whose house PresidentKruger occupied during the Bloer flIghtfrom Osfontein said he complained to thePresident about the depredation, of theTransvaalers, whereupon the President re-Dpied:
"No wonder we are beaten, The burgher.entered Into the war to fight for a right-eous cause. but now they have developedinto horne and cattle stealera."

Gem. Joubert at Gleeo.
LADYSMITH Monday, March 12.--Themnain body of the enemy is in position atBiggarsberg- Gten Joubert is at Glencoe.

There Is reason to believ, that few Boers
are atDundee, though the place Is well

e.. Whet....ces ...,
DURBAN. Monday, March 12-Ger aGesrge Stewart Whit. has arrived bet

and embharked upon a transport for ea

EEICM VEW 03 MEBATION.
QMAyOe Psran Gewanomy seanegWould Avail.
PaRIS Marsh 13.-A resmeagjatie a

the =Asdae Press has secured fremiaresponnehle muthpiec eonth Prach ---

HAS BEEN DECLINED
!e

England's Reply to the Offer of Our
Services.

TElS OF BOERSHATEBEEB RJEC a,

Lord Salisbury's Response Given to
P

Mr. White.

VAIN EFFORTS FOR PEACE

LONDON, March 13.-Th4 United States
government. at the request of President
Kruger and President Steyn, has offered to
the British government its services as me-
diator, with the view of bringing about
pcace in South Africa.
Lord Salisbury has not yet replied, but a

representative of the Associated Fress
learns that there 's little doubt he will de-
cline the United States' good offices. He
will do so, however, in terms as cordial and
polite as those in which the offer was h

couched. in
The representations made to Great Brit- b

sin were so put that they assumed nothing ci
of a desire to intervene, but simply trans- Iii
mitted the communications made to United P

States Consut Adelbert S. Hay, at Pre-
toria, with the accompanying assuranets
that ar.ything the State Department could n

do in the interests of peace would be gladly ar
undertaken. The well-known aversion of 0r
the British governmcnt to any foreign in- f
tcrventihn does not appear to have been U

aroused, and while Lord Salisbury will !
doubtless say be Is unable to comply with
the offer, lie will also probably express his b
appreciation of the United States' efforts in
behalf of humanity. e

Vlain Efforts for Peace. a
a]

The offer of mediation springs from Pre- e
toria, where Mr. Hay, with the other con-. t
suls. subsequent to Presidents Kruger and P
Steyn sending their peace cablegram to t

Lord Salisbury, were asked to endeavor to
secure the good offices of their respective t
governments, apparently with the view of d
bringing outside influence to bear upon Lord o

Salisbury's reply to the Boer overtures. a
These seem to have been fruitless, except s
in the Instance of the United States con-
sul, whose representations to Secretary Hay a
were forwarded yesterday to the United Is
States embassy in London, with the in- d
struct-tons outlined above. These Mr. White, n
the charge d'affairtp, personally presented k
to Lord Salisbury, who received them cor- S(

dially but without committing himself to e

any definite expression of opinion. s

As the Boer overtures had already been I
answered to the effect that no propositions o

Including the r(Lention of the republic's t
independene could be considered, the pre-
sentatioi of the American ,ffer was al-
ready t.o late. hut the premler, apparently,
(eemcd it a iatter of sutlietent Importance i

it put himaself on record with a formal re-
ply, which is now awaited.

England Declines.
6:i., p.m.-The United States charge d'af- a

faires, Henry White, saw Loril Salisbury
at the forigni office this evening and re- If
(eivel a formal reply from the British gov- S
ernment, delining the good offices of the
United States In regard to peace. It is Lin-
letstood that the reasons of the prentir
.ro ldntical with those already cabled to
the Assoclated Press.
The Interview was very brief, the premier

cintining himself to a courteous verbal dec- F
liiation, without entering into details. E

It
Dimeussed at Cabinet Meeting. ,

Nearly all of the two hours the cabinet u

was in session today was given to discus- E

sion of the terms of peace offered to Eng-
land by Presidents Kruger and Steyn of c
South Africa. Secretary Hay briefly re- t
viewed the- events. These, as near as tan
he asecrtalied today, are that the United n

States has transmitted to England a dis-
patch from the South African republics
making certain propositions. In doing this
the United States shows to England and
the rest of the world that if she could do
so she would be glad to see lace establish-
ed in the' country now at warfare.
The cabinet discussed the resolution in- 1

troduced in the Senate by Mr. Allen yes-
terday calling for information as to what
steps had heen taken to bring about peace,
in South Africa. It was decided that no
facts on this subject can now be made
public Inasmuca as they do not properly b
belong to the United States, but to the two
governments engaged in the correspond-
ence. f(

No Statement Made. p
Up to the time the cabinet meeting ad- I

journed no answer had been received from
the British government to the representa-
tions made through Mr. Choate touching 1(
the restoration of peace in South Africa. f
In view of this fact it was decided by the
cabinet, upon an explanation of the case by t

Secretary Hay, that it would not be proper
at present to make any statement relatre
to the part which the United States govern-
ment is taking in the effort to terminate the
war. This course of official reticence is E
said to be dictated by official propriety. It
is held that whatever mattei is to be made a

public touehing the peace negotiations must r
emanate from one of the principals-.Great t
Britain or one of the South African repub- C

lies-and the United States being nothing 0

more than an intermediary is not justified
in disclosing the secrets of the principals. c

Not a Mediator.
It is stated again, on the highest author-

ity, that in its present capacity the United
States goverrment is not a "mediator," V
but is simpty a "go-between"-a convenient
channel of communication between two hos-
tiles, who, having broken off all treaty re- I
lations, are consequently estopped from di- 11
rect approach, and are obliged to have n
recourse to a third party. This is true, of
course, only as to purely diplomatic ex- p
change: there is another way, but only d
through military channels, whereby the bel- b
ligerents may come in direct communleartion,
Not a single proposition to serve as a

basis of a peace agreement between Great n
Britain and the Boer republics was set out n
in the communication to Lord Salisbury, i
All that was ventured in this first overture
was an inquiry as to what Great Britain t<
was likely to demand as the price of atop- I
ping the war. To have gone further and ti
have proposed terms on our own' account
might have placed the Unitedl States in the "
position of an uninvited mediator.
Ueeretary Ray Safferiag .With Cold. m
Secretary Hay was almost speechless U

from a severe cold today, and when the
cabinet meeting adjourned he was obliged
to go houm and go to bed. If any answer gishould be received during the next few ghours it will therefore probably be dealt a
with directly by the President.

What. Ia Leaked Pow.
Ther6 Ia a belief In some -quatr here,

founded on our own history, that the i
British reply to this overture will be a
polite reference of Presidents Kruger and
Steyn to Lord Itoberts as a person fully anu
therind to make known to them toterm.aumwhtch the British o w c
lto m. hont~Uim= In sucth ti- I
mt -amwer of 1mrd floists it orepeteeto he "onemtgemal smrredr" Tha,-hewyeer, sdoes net .f mthe qbpimIof the .ma1. ins ae iesag. ensthe mnade. Athnht e dinnafat that -i

trnment the following exposition of
France's attitude in the matter of inter-
vention in the Anglo-Transvaal war; which.
it is said. has been solicited by President
Kruger. The official in question said:
"We believe it irue the Transvaal has

sent a request to the powers for their inter-
vention, though up to this morning Presi-
dent Kruger's message has not reached us.

As far an France is concerned she cer-

tainly will not take the initiative in offering
England mediation, nor will Russia, for
the dual alliance is naturally working to-
gether in this question. We feel that in
the present excited state of public feeling
in England, and especially as regards our-
selves, any step taken by the French gov-
ernment would defeat its own object and
instead of opening a way to honorable
peace would act as oil on flame= and
probably only create fresh complications.
We consider that overtures for mediation

can emanate from some power whose cor-
dial relations with England prevent such
a suggestion being construed as an un-
friendly act. The Emperor of Germany. for
instance, might take the iniative, or Presi-
dent McKinley. without fear of creating
the friction which stands in the way of
any such action on our part, and after this
is done full reliance can be placed on the
unqualified support of France and Russia.
whose only desire is to see the end of the
bloodshed and who are eager to lend their
good offices in bringing about this end."

DECISION IN HARPER BROS.* CASE.

Application to Have Them Declared
Bankrupt Is Denied.

NEW YORK. March 13.-In the matter
ofAlbert Smith et al., to have Harper &
Brothers adjudged a bankrupt corporation.
Judge Brown of the United States distrIct
court (bankruptcy part) today handed down
his decision denying the adjudication of the
corporation. After reviewing the legal steps
which have been taken in connection with
the Harper & Brothers affairs since the
appointment of a receiver in December of
last year, Judge Brown, in his decision,
says:
"The only question presented for decision

is whether the proceedings instituted for
the dissolution of the corporation and the
appointment of a receiver thereunder con-
stitute an act of bankruptcy as charged."
Continuing. Judge Brown says:
"I think the petition should be at present

denied. The case is one of very great im-
portance; the property interest involved is
very large; the adminlstration of It for the
best interests of creditors, as shown by pa-
pers submitted, requires very exceptional
care and competency.
"Ninety per cent of the creditors, to the

amount of $3,(00,4W, it is stated and not
denied, approved of the state proceedings
for a dissolution, the appointment of a re-
ceiver and the management of the affairs
under Mr. Harvey in the interests of the
creditors, as the best possible course for
their benefit. No interference with the
present administration of its affairs should
be had by any adjudication in bankruptcy
unless it is reasonably certain that wind-
ing up under the state law- is an act of
bankruptcy under the existing law. There
seems to be much doubt on that point that
the proper course. I think, is to deny ad-
judication of bankruptcy at this time, leav-
ing it to the petitioning creditors, if so ad-
vised. to present the question to the ap-
pellate court upon appeal from this de-
cision."

.MR. SHELDON'S FIRST PAPER.

Subscription List Kept the Presses
Running Till Noon Today.

TOPEKA. Kan.. March 13.-Th. first issue
of the Sheldon diltion of the Top'ka Capital
went t., press at 2:37 o'clock this morning.
twtnty-three minutes earlier than the usual
time. Mr. Sheldon stayed in the office until
the prss started. and carried home with
him the first copy of the paper. All the
mails were caught and the press was kept
running until about noon today, printing
something over 1(0,4") copies, The rest of
the edition will be printed in Chicago and
New York, for which matricas will be sent
daily. The management of the paper says
the mailing list and city circulation now
contain 3fi0.f( copies, and that fresh orders
are coming by every mail: 2-.MiIf0 yesterday.
Mr. Sheldon was at his desk again at 8:2->

o'clock this morning. The paper is not sat-
isfgctory to the rrgular subscribers and
outside papers have been bought freely to-
day.

SMITH RELEASED FROM JAIL.

Aged Frederick County Farmer
Charged With Poisoning His Wife.

Spiecil lispateh to The Evering Star.
FREDERICK. Md., March 13.-Henry

Smith, the aged farmer of Wolfsville, this
county, who lbas been in jail here since
February 15 charged with poisoning his
wife. Malinda Smith, was released from
the custody of the sheriff last night. Smith
had been in jail awaiting the result of an

analysis of the vital organs of the (lead
soman, which was conducted by Prof. Wm.
1. Tonry, state chemist.
Prof. Tonry reported to State's Attorney

Worthington that he was not able to find
any trace of poison, except some traces of
opium in the stomach, but this came from
the paregoric administered to check the ex-
ceseive vomiting. A clot of blood as large
as a small walnut was found in the brain.
This was due to a ruptured blood vessel.
When released Smith wept like a child.

He shook hands with all the jail officials
and thanked them profusely, saying at the
time that he had dreamed that he would be
set free.

NO CHANGE IN CONVENTION DATE.

Democratic Sabeoemmittee Satisfied
With Rate to'Kansas City.

KANSAS CITY, Mo.. March 15.-After a
session lasting until 1:3' o'clock this morn-

ing, the subcommittee of the democratic
national committee met again today at 10
o'clock, and resumed the discussion of plans
for the national convention in July. It was
decided that when the committee adjourns
Its meeting here, which will likely not oc-
cur before tomorrow, it would be to some
time in May.
Discussing the subject with the local rail-

road committee, the subcommittee decided
that It could not change the date for hold-
ing the convention from July 4 without the
consent of the entire committee, and thte
opinion was expressed that no change of
date will be made. The rate submitted by
the radlroad committee was passed upon as
satisfactory, The rate is the same as that
given thse republican national convention at
Philadelphia.
Ex-Gov. William J. Stone, a member of

the committee, when asked by a reporter
regarding the possibility of Benjamin Har-
rison contesting with President McKinley
for the republican nomination, said:
**That's all stuff and nonsense, McKinley

will be renominated by acclamation. No
other candidate will even be mentioned.Then we'll beat him,"

Panie in Austria Diet.
BUDAPEST, March i3.-Drigthe ses-

sion today of the lower house of the diet a
men named Stefan Lippert- rose in the gal-
lery. called out "Long live Hungary." creat-
ing a semi-pahilc, and threw a petition in
the midst of the members ask the em-
perei'king t6 intervene in theiloth Af-
rican war Imedialy. Hie was arrested
and his sanity will be investigated.,

Ta Bepeal the Merten Law,
ABANY, N. Y., March l&-Thbe bos

bil repealing the Horton beiag law ,pas
reported favorably to the arnien tea.

NEW YORK, March 18.-Roland- Reed,
the actor, who has been sick for tb past
four meaths in Sit. Lube's Heapita. ap

ient in which tI* lfited dtates has take
a prominent 7 :part, that 'act at leas
iarks the initialan of the effort to attaileace, and InaneAsuble degree make
isier the way f a further and more suc
ssful attempt.
GER7MANY *OOLD MEDIATE.

Ut First Wi 1 to KnoRW the Termi

BERLIN, Mare13It-It 1 seml-ofictlall'
inounce8 that.,wkene*e Orange Free Stat
rid the Transayna s essed to a numbel
the larger and Kstates a request foi"iendly mediation German governmen

cplied -tha; It woul illingly participatirovidedthe essentondition of suct
ediation were Pe , namely, the cer.
dinty that both belligerents desired it.

VILL MEET IN CAUCUS

epublican Eenators to Ouider Pot<
Rican Poblem.

reposed to Admit American Good,

Into the Island Free of Duty-

Hope of Agreement.

The republicans of the Senate are mori
peful than they were yesterday of reach.
g an agreement by which the Porto Ricar
11 can be put through -th Senate. A cau-
A is to be held by the republican senator,
mediately after adjournment today. The
oposition will be subfitted for adoptior
the caucus to substittite' for the tarill

ovislon of the bill the proposition to ad-
It American goods free into Porto Rc
d to collect the proposgd 15 per cent duty
Porto Rican goods coming into ouiirts, the duties so dollected to be for thi

e of Porto Rico; and to dopt the civi:
vernment bill with omission of the pro-
sion for a delegate to Congress.There has been a great deal of beatingick and forth over this question, and it iIll possible that the opposition to such 1mpromise may be tenacious and preven
caucus agreement. The senators hav
most worn themselves out with confer
lces, and should this compromise fat
iere will be a strong disposition on th4
trt of some of those supporting It nov
abandon all effort to collect a tarif

om Porto Rico.
It In said that frIends.of Mr. Quay wil
y to avail themselves of the caucus to
ty to have a time ftrLd on for a vot1 the Quay case. ThDreAppears no probillity, however, of this meeting with an]Iccess.
So far thre has been no departure fron
nicable feeling among senators, and ther
a noticeable disposition to reconcile al
fferences in the interest of party har
ony. In this desire the President is
town to join heartily, but he has tol<
nators who have visited him that he wa!
tually anxious that certain principleikould remain inviolate in the settlement
e urges among other things the retentior
the House principle of protection ant

c establishment of a civil government.
-- 0e

UASt ALTIEM AMONG TRE TROOPS.

enths by Suicide aad wom Wounda
Reported by Gen. Otis.

Gen. Otis today reported' to the War De-
riment the following additional casualtie
nong the troop.s in the Philippines:
Deaths by suicide-Fetiruary 27, Dante
Collins, Company F, 17th Regiment, U
Infantry; March 6, William Parsons

,npany (1, 22d U. S. Infantry; March 9
hile mentally deranged' Second Lieut
>uis P. W'eber, Company V, 42d U. S. Vol,
iteer Infantly, Friday, 1 p.m.
Died from wounds receifed in action-
ebruary 21. Friday, 2 a.m., First Lieut
attalion Adjutant John B. Galleher. 40t1
egiment. '. S. Infantry; February Z
tmes L. Jone s. Company E, 30th U. S. Vol
steer Infantry; Marah 5, William Bonse
impany I. 46th Infantry, variola; Marc!
Lewis Lille, corporal. Company G, 41sl
ifantry; AlIrch 2, Thomas M. Brooke
.mpany H. 3tth Infantry; March 5. Wal
r L. Burlingame. Conpany F. 3bth In
ntry; chronic dIarrhoen, March 3, Pink
-y Flinn, Cornpany E, 37th Infantry; sub'ute diarrhoea. March 4. Theodore Shaffer.mpany D. 32d (or. 4Ld) Regiment In
mtry; m'ultiple neuvritis, March 4, Wit.m Wightman, sergeant, Company E, 3(
ifantry; typhold fever, March 4, Charla,ee, Company E. 213th Infantry; Henri 0
reen, Company (1, 1.th Infantry; March 5
tank C. Ocker, Company B, 6th Infantry
arch 8, Henry Fitzgerald, Company F
h Infantry; enterectis, March 1, Charle,
Herrick, Battery G, 0th Regiment Ar

Ilery; accidental, March 6, William J
'ood, battery L, (th Artillery, run ovei
truck; March 4, Earl C. Ward, corporal

r-mpany A. :luth Infantrr, shot by sentry
arch 8, Albert Knittle, Battery 0, Gth Ar-Il'ry, fell through hatchway; malaria
ver, Marci 4. Edgar J. Manning, Com
iny A. 9th Infantry; dysentery, March 1
(on W. Wiltshire, Company E, 9th In
ntry; March 9, David A. Ferguson. Trool
4th Cavalry; measles, March 7. Milton L
mart, 38th Infantry; appendicitis, MarciI, James Thompson, Company D, 48th In,
maitry.
Lieut. Louis P. Weber, of the 42d Volun-Per Infantry, whose death by suicide is re,
)rted by Gen. Otis, was born in New Yorl
ty October 5. 183. and resided at 506 Bed>rd avenue, Brooklyn, at the time of hitppolntment 10 the army. During th<.anish war he served In the 201st Nev
ork Volunteers, first as a second lieuten-
it and afterw ard as a first lieutenant ani
gimental ruartermaster, He held the lat,
r offiee when the regiment was mustere&
it. April 3., 1899. He was appointed a sec.
d lieutenant in the 42d Volunteer In.intry August 17, ,181,9and accomparetcat regiment to the Philippines in De.
mber last.

IN PORTO RICAW PORTS.

essels Rtered and Cleared During
Ame'm Odevpation.

The War Department gave out for pub.:ation today the follwbn statement o
te number of foretg vesabis, their ton-
1ge and the flags unde whkh they salei
hich entered and clegrid at the severa
>rts of the Island of 91oso 8tico from thi
ute of Amnerican oecsdtiodf until Decem-
r 31, 1809:
Vessels entered-Am~d," 443; tonnage
6,085. Spanish. 25E4;t 496,512. GJer
an. 137; tonnage, 254,*.slch, 114; ton.

allan, 10; tonnagp 3 S.Norwegian, 24
nnage, 14,990. Cubant 1~ nage, 18,070
ominican. 17; tonna. 6 Dutch, 17innage, 621. -Port u~ 1' tnnage, 488
enezuelan, 0; tonnage' ~tian, 1; ton-
sge, 7. Danish, 9; tou ,~
Vessels cleared-.An .s3i9; tonnage4,171. Spanish, .181; t 88,290. Ger-an. 131; tonnage, 207, h, 114; ton.
ige, 100,578. Bridsh, nage, 73,78allan, 16; tonnage, 81, Cuban, 16; ton.ege, 25,875. Norwqian, 1 ; anage, 10,7314ancish, 9i; tonnage,'781. Duc,12; tonnee14. DominIcan, 14. tohg, 544. Portu.

uese, 1: tonnage, 485. Vbeulan, 6; ton,
age, 410.

-Pesema niattnu,
Rev. Frederic Deerr, pastor of St. Ste
hens Isatheraaba -DeL~gu.n
in the city, tba.u. Clistes3

Eeinm, 201 15th
Mr.e Daiel N. 38ai 03th stre.
orthwest Is tuise illfc a severe atte

Ei to hi

Is-bed, quite

'ermeg Vs.,-_

Iskama MileU e35 18th street

MR. TURNER SPEAKS1
Denounces Proposed Tariff on Porto

Rican Goods.

POOR RETURN TO THE ISIANERS

Senators Allen and Butler Explain
Position on Silver.

CURRENCY IN THE HOUSE

In the Senate today Mr. Kean (N. J.) re-
signed from the committee on public lands,
Mr. Thurston (Neb.) from the committee on
railroads. Mr. Simon (Ore.) from the com-
Inittee on Potomac river front, Mr. Foslpr
(Wash.) from the committee on woman
suffrage and Mr. Wetmore (R. I.) from the
committee on manufactures.
President Pro Tem. Frye then appointed

Mr. Bard (Cal.) to the several committees
from which senators had resigned, In order
to make conimittee places for him.
At tha conclusion of morning business

Mr. Allen (Neb.), rising to a question of
privilege.-said he had been misrepresented
by the Washington correspondent of a New
York paper, who had reported that Mr.
Allen had abandoned the free coinage of
silver. Mr. Allen denied the correspond-
ent's statements.
"Nothing .that I ever said could by any

kind of torture be construed as a lack of
faith In my party platform, which declares
for the free and unlimited coinage of both
gold and silver at a ratio of 16 to 1," he
said.
Mr. Allen read the colloquy between him-

self and Mr. Aldrich, which, he said, was
the basis of the report concerning him.
"I want to repeat,' said he. "and I want

the public printer to put this statement In
black-faced type-that I am a firm believer
and always have been in the doctrine of the
free and unlimited coinage of gold and sil-
ver at the ratio of 16 to 1, and I do not be-
lieve in waiting for arny other nation."
Mr. Allen was proceeding with an elabora-

tion of his views when he was interruptedby Mr. Turner (Wash.), who had yielded
to him, and reminded that It was a "per-sonal statement" for which he had yielded
and not a speech.
Mr. Allen Immediately gave way. but was

followed by Mr. Butler (N. C.), who desired
to make a personal statement concerning a
similar matter.

Mr. Butler's Position.
Mr. Butler said that the report of the col-

loquy between himself and Mr. Aldrich had
not correctly represented him. This report
stated that Mr. Butler evaded a dircet
answer to Mr. Aldrich's question as to
whether or not he (Butler) was in favor of
the free and unlimited coinage of silver at
the ratio of 16 to 1. Mr. Butler then re-
stated his position as given during the col-
loquy. but did not point out wherein he
hart been misrepresented. In closing he
said he wanted to make the statement that
he was in favor of the free coinage of gold
and silver-al a rat10' f T1T1 IBy TriF
United States, indepenient of any other
nation.
Mr. Aldrich replied briefly. saying that

the Associated Press account of the col-
loquy was a fair and accurate statement
of what occurred. He had asked the North
Carolina senator six or eight times if he
was in favor of the free and unlimited
coinage of silver at a ratio of 16 to I by the
United States alone and had not received
a direct answer. Mr. Aldrich said he was
glad to get today a statement from Mr.
Butler that he was now In favor of such
free coinage.

The Porto Rican Bill.
At the request of Mr. Turner the Porto

Rican tariff and government bill was laid
before the Senate. His speech was a gen-
eral attack upon -the policy and provisions
of the measure. He declared that its
enactment would result in the debauchery
of our citizenship or of our Constitution.
He presumed that the minority in tongress
would be charged with favoring competi-
tion of American working people with the
underfed and underpaid labor of Porto
Rico and the Philippines. but in this con-
nection, he said, it would have to be re-
membered that the minority had opposed
consistently the acquisition of the islands.
Even now he believes the United States
ought to let the Filipinos go in peace.

It ought to be the mission of this country
to give them a start on the road to good
government, and then permit them to pro-
ceed for themselves, reserving such coaling
stations and harbors as we might need. If
the commercial intereste, he said, must
have their pound of flesh, this country
might make such treaties with the Filipi-
nos, affording us such advantage as their
sense of gratitude to the United States
might prompt them to give us.

Poor Return to Porto Rico.
Mr. Turner thought the proposition of the

bill to levy tariff on commerce between
Porto Rico and other portions of the United
States was a poor return for their ready
acceptance of our institutions on the part
of the Porto Ricans, and "no amount of su-
gar-coating could disguise Its evil smell or
nauseating taste." It was, to his mind, a
desperate assault upon the liberties of thepeople, and no more preposterous measurelooking to the grant of power to Congresshad ever been presented In either house.The evident purpose was to break downthe system which had stood the test of 123years. The bill was clearly unconstitu-tional and it was repugnant to every utter-
ance of the Supreme Court bearing uponthe subject. It was denounced as a crimeand as imperious and vainglorious, and Mr.Turner said he did not believe we coidmaintain such a system as was propasedwithout Its being reflected upon our owninstitutions. He feared, indeed, that it was
one of those innovations against which thefathers had warned the American people,and he considered it wise to stop and con-sider where we were drifting.

Supreane Court Quoted.
He did not agree with Mr. Foraker that

we have "passed. the law bok stage" anhe quoted numerous decisions of the So-
preme Court to sustain his position, which
was that the Constitution must apply
equally to all portions of the territory of
the United States, and that there could
properly be no discrimination in favor of
one 'section In the matter' of taxation orothesrwise In the interest of another section.

'THE HOUSE.
At the openhni of the session - of the

House today the followipg bills were
passed:-
To establish a light and tog aignal at the

southern entrance of the new brakwater
at Buffalo, N. Y., and for the relief et the
heirs of Philip McC~lssky and John Nogah~of Mobile, Ala.
Mr. Grow (Pa.) In a personal stateamet

denied that he had ever said In a news.-
paper Interview that the Porto Rican bill
was an "oqgtrage ad a robbery"
Then. under ghe order previously smade,the Housse prgieeded to the eoo -u~

of the contereo.eport pon the Uaeae

'Mr Overetteet (Isid.) who 1was Ist eiargp.
et teareexplaI.e be det~s the sni..

i~.eaVdethtemykci...ama.. I

...es.to.the sthm.eof naUml ann

chises. The establishment of the goldstandard into law was still its all importantand essential feature. T law would, he
said. become the foundation of the businessprosperity of the country.
"Has the Secretary of the Treasury the

power to redeem a silver dollar In goldunder the amalgamated bill?" asked Mr.Shafroth (Col.).
"He has not." replied Mr. Overstreet."and he did not have the power under theoriginal House bill."
"Under this bill will private obligationsbe made payable In gold?' inquired Mr.

Snodgrass (Tenn.).
"Under section 2 of the original House

bill," replied Mr. Overstreet, "public and
private debts were made conformable to the
gold standard. That section is omitted from
the report; first. because it is a questionin law whether it would not be retroactive.and. second. because having fixed the goldstandard and recognized it by convertingall public obligations into gold obligationsthere will be no necessity to legislate con-
cerning private obligations, as they will
Invariably reflect the character of govern-ment obligations."
Mr. Williams (Ill.) asked whether it would

not be Impossible in case an internationalbimetallic agreement was reached to es
cape paying the refunded thirty-year 2 percent gold bonds in gold, and such being the
case whether the bill could be considered
an encouragement to international bimetal-
lism.
Effect on international Bimetallism.
"The bonds could only be paid in gold."

responded Mr. Overstreet. "This bill
holds out not the slightest hope of inter-
national bimetallism under present condi-
Lions. I say frankly that this bill will make
It practically and absolutely impossib!e ever
to have international bimetallism at theratio of 143 to 1." (Applause.)
Mr. McRae (Ark.) followed Mr. Overstreet

with a general argument in opposition tothe principles embodied in the bill. It was.be explained, a speech prepared by him for
delivery during the consideration of theoriginal bill. He was prevented from de-
livering it at that time, owing to a severe
illness.
Mr. Lewis (Ga.) also spoke against the:onference report, particularly against the

imposition of the gold standard, the arbi-
trary authority given the Secretary of the
rreasury to sell the bonds and maintain
the gold standard and the funding of the
national debt.
Mr. Fitzgerald (Mass.) spoke of the fre-

luency of national bank failures and citedthose recently occurring In Boston.
He dwAlt particularly on the condition of

affairs in the Globe National Bank andtsked what protection people had when the
rovernment bank examiner pronounced the
natitution all right at the time the irregu-aritles wtre going on.
Mr. Hill of Connecticut supported the con-'erence report in a carefully prepared4peech setting forth the present financial
ondi-tions and the relief to bt expectedErom the bill.

A SPIRITED CONTROVERSV.

Oispute in Committee Over Idaho Min-
tug Inquiry.

There was a spirited controvarsy at the
3utset of the Coeur d'Alene investigation
today, when Representative Lentz called
attention to telegrams given out by th
War Department in which capitalists asked
.or protection to their interests in the min-
ng country. He said that in view of these
publications the committee ought to haveth affidavits presented by Senators Carter
and Heitfeld to the President. in which
irominent officers of the mining and labor

3X&AAtIons stated that martial law was
innecessary In the Coeur d'Alene district.
The committee finally went Into executive

4ession on Mr. Lentz's proposition and de-yided not to call on the President for the
Lffidavits.
At the open hearing the cross-examina-ion of L. J. Simpkins developed many addi-

Jonal incidents of the disorder, but In the
nain the witness held to the recital given
)n his direct examination.

A HALL OF RECORDS SITE.

Bill Introduced for the Acquisition of
Square 229.

Mr. Teller has introduced in the Senate,
by request, a bill to authorize the acquisi-
tion of square 229, bounded by Ohio avenue.14th. 15th and C streets, as a site for a hall
3f records. This square contains 42.617
square feet of ground, for the purchase of
which V75.000 is appropriated by the bill.
rhis square faces 164 feet on Ohio avenue,
110 feet on 14th street and S feet on Cstreet. The bill recites that besides theonaller buildings on this square Is the Cy-Jlorama building and annex. containingover 00,'0M cubic feet of space, suitable forthe immediate storage of government iec-
>rds.

THE REFORM SCHOOL.

tmendments to the Incorporating Act
Proposed.

Mr. McMillan introduced in the Senate
oday a bill to amend the act Incorporatinghe reform school for girls of the District
)f Columbia. It provides for the following
Lmendments:
"That said board of trustees shall have

Luthority to appoint such officers, agents.
eachers and other employes as may be
iecessary, and fx the rate of compensation
)f the same, subject to the approval of theattorney General."
The board of'trustees is also authorized

:o make all rules, &c.. for the government
)f the institution. The board is given
)ower to transfer temporarily to the work-
louse of the District for a period not ex-
!eeding six months any inmate of the
Ichool who is over the age of eighteen
rears, but has not reached the age of twen-
y-one years. whom they may deem den-titely criminal or incapable of reform so as
o endanger the discipline or morality ofhe school, or in case such girl has been'ommltted to the school upon an order of
!ourt the board of trustees may. in their
fiscretion, redeliver her to said court formuch other disposition as.the court mayhink proper.
The trustees now report to the Commls-
iloners instead of to the Attorney General.
)ne object of the bill is to reduce from
-ighteen to sixten years the statutory ageImit for admission to the school, on the
rround that the criminal character of
woman often becomes indelible beforehe age of eighteen years is reached.

ItEAR ADMIRAL KRUPFF ACCEPTS.

Will Be Second in Comma.d en the
Asiatic Station.

Rear Admiral Kempif, at present- com-
nandant of the Mare Island navy yard,
today telegraphed the Navy Department his
Icceptance of the offer of second in com-
nand on the .Asiatic station. As a matter
af fact. Beer Admiral Eempffs command
Irill very nerly approach an independent

station. Resr Admiral Remey, the nominal

tommanant of-the enir uaval force on
the Asiatic station, is expected to remain
inthe Philippines, while Rear sAmiral

Kram will have a separate squadron
nthe Chinete and Japanese

The re-establishmnent- of the forme on the
Dhina station may be a significant fact in
view of the reete hints from Euaropean
sources of hostiitsmanas large a seulethat they threaen to inestve asia,

"T. Tamke amgihe to -Pest, uae.
Tie -tansport Krnpetrick will ave Newresck ensecerow for lan Juan, Pierto Rice,

spith ...un..r the smerng poor in the

mIsn. inii VII hying hask -a e.soden of
bha~th Coary ephr mlrnn trip

Laar er e.Noene Mei; -a ll
.....- a ;ls tem ter ta the

may

RIVERS ON RAMPAGE?
Serious Floods Prevailing in Nortfiern

Part of Illinois.

MALUBLE PROPERTY DESTROYED

Three Hundred Families Take to
Hills at Havana.

TRAINS LATE AT VANCOUVER

CHICAGO. March 1.-Reports received
here today rhow that serious flood, are pre-
vailing in the northern portion of Illinols
by the overflowing of the Illinois, Des
Plaines. Fox. Sangamon and Kankakee riv-
ers. Much live stock and propefty have al-
ready been destroyed.
At La Salle the Illinois river and tribu.

tary streams are now fourteen feet above
normal height and still rising. Not since
1892 has there been so much water in that
vicinity. and if the rivers continue to rise
during the next twenty-four hours the'
damage to property will be enormous. One
pump at the water works is already shut
down, the engineers are working n wenty.inches of water, and Superintendent
Walker says that one foot more of water
will mean the stoppage of the entire planL.
thus placing the city in jeopardy from fire.
The fires in the engine room of the Dickin-
son cement works were extinguished andthe kIlns flooded. William Chapin and fam-Ily were driven from their home, and waterstands a foot deep on the floors of the sum--
mer cottages.

Basements Flooded in Peru.
At Peru Water street is flooded and store

basements are filled with water, doing much
damage to merchants' reserve stocks. rears
are entertained that the fires of the big IllI-
nois Zinc Company's works may be reached
by the rapidly rising water, Which already
covers parts of the company's premises.General Manager W. B. Brinton has taken
every precaution against the inundation ofthe Peru plow works. If the water should
rise two feet higher 500 workmen at that
factory will be thrown out of employment.At Peoria the Illinois river is out of itsbanks and is doing considerable damagealong the valley. It In still rising. Thisusually staid stream has risen more than1
two feet in the last six hours, mostly causedby the rapidly melting snows of the lastfew days. Today the floating ice formed a
gorge, backing up the water to such ai
extent that families living along the riverbanks were in danger of their lives and
some property was destroyed.
At Havana the Herget levee, on the San-

gamon river, broke last night, compelling3ml families to flee to higher ground. Much
stock has been lost.

Family on an Ice Floe.
A family living on an island at the Junc-

tion of the Kankakee and Des Plaines riv-
ens had a narrow escape. An ice gorge
formed above the isand and broke. The re-
leased waters submerged the entire island
and the family found refuge on a large

cake of ice and were carried several miles
down stream before being rescued. The
house and all the stock were destroyed.At Pontiac the Vermillion river is higherthan It has been for the last twenty years.Several negro families had a narrow es-cape from drowning and were compelled to.cave their residences for safety.
FLOODS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

No Trains Have Reached Vancouver
Simee Last SUnday.

VANCOUVER. B. C., March 13.-No over-
land train has arrived here since Sunday,
all traffic being suspended by mud and
snow slides in the interior. Heavy snow
slides are reported from the Selkirk moun-
tains, carrying down trees andoimmense
rocks, sweeping away the cut bank truss
bridge, 150 feet long, between Bear creek
and Sir Mile creek.
From Sandon comes the news of an even

more serious disaster. A landslide demol-
ished six houses in the lower part of the
town, burying one of the tenants, Win.
McLeod, beneath the mass of debris, which
crushed the houses as if they had been
egg shells. Three other occutnts of the
dwelling were seriously injured, and half a
dozen sustained lesser injuries.
Delayed overland passengers will go

through today, transferring around the
break in the line.

WILLING TO GRANT MORE TIME.

Pzeach Goverument's Attitude Re.
garding New Commercial Treaty.
PARIS. March 13.-The french govern.

ment has not yet received a request from
Washington to extend the time for the rati-
fication of the commercial treaty, but it is
willing that more time shall be take if
America wishes it.
A representative of the Associated Press

was informed by the foreign office that
France fully appreciated the Senate's coM-
pl'te freedom of action, and did not
see in the proposed reference of the
treaty to the finance committee any step
inimical to its prospects. On the contrary,
the French government was confident that
the same good will would be shown in the
inance as in the foreign relations commit-
tee. Meanwhile, however, no action wouldbe taken here because little doubt is felt
that the treaty can be ratified in Paris il
time if its ratification is assured in Wafh-
Ington.

MAYOR HAYES SUMMONED.

Maryland Legislature Alpoists Com-e
mittee to Investigate Charges.

Ipecial DIspatch to The Eressing Star.
STATE HOUSE, Annapolis, Md.. March

L3.-Mayor Hayes of Baltinmore, having de-
liberately charged that a corrupt lobby is
mpesnting at the state house to prevent
egislation favorable to the city, the house
if delegates today directed the sergeant-at-
irms to sugamon Mr. Hales to appear here
tomorrow to tell all he knows to a commit-
tee which has been apyointed to investi-
rate the charges.
The charges made by the mayor have

iroused great Indignation among the mem-
mers, who say .that he must either prove--
Irhat he has said or retract It before Ibe

mar of the house. AUl sorts of reports haveseen current here during the pest few days
ibout corruption in regard to the telephone
mill ad the measre to reduce the price of
ias in BaltImore to $1 per thousand feet.

kccusationa of attempted bribery have
seen rife among the members, and the lead-
ag men in both houses say that they in-
eand to have the whole business investi-
gated. and If any3 One is guilty swift pun-
sament will follow, Up to the meou thne
150 hills have been IUO C5ofwhich

ihout fifty have become laws, As only
three wek remain of the present session,

t is~ that a issae pepertion et
amm llfto pass.
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